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Thls respands to your April 7, 2005, letter concermng a hearing the
Subcemmrttee ©n.Federal Workforce and Agency Organization has scheduled for
Wednesday, Afbril 13, 2005. Your letter requests that the Department make
avallable fa the 'Subcommlttee for interviews and testimony three employees
fram; the' bl % Géeloglcal Survey (USGS) whom the Subcommittee has identified -
in conr;ectm»wtth the recent allegations of falsified documents relatlng to the

Yucca Mo)m!am project
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The Department of the Interior views these allegations as extremely serious.
Immedlatefy upon hearing fromn the Department of Energy of these allegations,
the Dlreo:tarof the'U.S. Geological Survey requested the Inspector General of the
Department of the Interior to undertake a formal investigation. The Department
of the: if}terim-'s»fnspector General is partnering with the Department of Energy's
lnspeé;tar{;éﬂeral and the Federal Bureau of Investigation on this investigation.

At th}s tlme WE do not know nor can we predict what the result of the ongoing
invest] atlorgwm he with respect to the individuals you have invited to the
scheduled hearing, or others. Given the potentially serious implications for the
emplayees mvnlyed ‘the Department believes it is inappropriate to require the
individuals; iﬂahﬁf‘ ed by the Subcommittee to testify in a public hearing about the
matters: undéracﬂye investigation. To be clear, the Department is not defending
any partlcular mnduct or prejudging the outcome of the investigation; our sole
aim lsio"?aS‘smeiha‘t the investigation proceeds expeditiously and W|thout
lmpedlmarit
Upon conc;usmn 'of-the current investigation, the Department will make available
to the. subcuﬂmmee USGS Director Groat or other USGS officials, as
apprdpr}h ;o ﬂlscuss this matter. We also understand that it is within the power
and: prergagaiﬁw bf the Subcommlttee to call these individuals directly to testlfy
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If I carbes fiap YﬁJﬂher assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me

w,(i'hl

dlreetly atQ'ﬂZ,'—ZO;B-TGQB

Sincerely,

. Matt Eame

Director, Office of Congressional and
‘ Legislative Affairs

Copyido. ™
The: H" ablﬁfﬂanny Davis, Ranking Minority Member o
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